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MAIN CONFERENCE AGENDA

Thursday 13*" November 2025

Time

Activity

7:00 am - 9:00 am

Exhibition, Registration and Networking

9:00 am - 9:15 am

Opening Address of the Summit
Eng. Mike Mutungi — Chairperson, ASSEK

9:15 am - 9:30 am

State of the Entrepreneurship Ecosystem
Mercy Kimalat - Chief Executive Officer, ASSEK

9:30 am - 10:30 am

From Silos to Synergy: Convergence of Policy, Technology and Capital for
Sustainable Development
e Amb. Beatrice N. Karago - Deputy Permanent Representative, Kenya
Permanent Mission to UN Habitat
e Julius Opio - Chairman, International Chamber of Commerce — Kenya
e Mr. Rodrigo Romero - Task Officer responsible for IYBA-SEED and IYBA-
WE4A, European Union.
e Moderator: Maryanne Ochola - Regional Managing Director, SSA &
Managing Director, Endeavor Kenya

10:30 - 10:50 am

Sustainable Entrepreneurship: Promoting Innovation, Inclusivity, and Socio-
Economic Development — Chief Guest Remarks

10:50 am - 11:00 am

Plenary Photo

11:00 am - 11:30 am

Tea Break

11:30 am - 11:40 am

Member-Led Presentation: Beyond Survival: Addressing the Missing Link in
MSMEs Sustainability
Dr Hilda Muteshi — Co-Founder and Lead Consultant, SusAfric Innovators

11:40 am - 12:40 pm

Panel: A New Era of Enterprise Growth: Technology-Enabled
Transformation and Scale
e Mellany Msengezi - General Manager, GOMYCODE
e Mohamoud Mohamed - Founder & Chief Executive Officer, Ontime
Services Somalia
e Jin Jeong- Founder, Pink Pakker Korea
e Kamal Budhabhatti - CEQ, Little App & Head of Product Dreams and
Design, Craft Silicon
Moderator: Audrey Mate — Senior Program Manager, Africa - Village Capital

12:40 pm - 1:00 pm

Spotlight Talk: From Vision to Results: Aligning National Vision with Africa’s
Collective Innovation Agenda
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https://www.linkedin.com/company/2348246/

1:00 pm - 2:00 pm

2:00 pm - 3:50 pm

3:50 pm — 4:00 pm

4:00 pm - 5:30 pm

Lunch

Research and
Commercialization Track
Roundtable: Research to
Resilience: Connecting
Academia and Industry
for Sustainable Innovation

Moderators

e Chris Odongo, CEO,
WYLDE International

e Sonia Claire Awino -
Innovation Officer,
Funding and
Investments, Kenya
National Innovation
Agency (KeNIA)

Health Break and Transition

Research and
Commercialization Track

Panel:
Sustainable Innovation
Through Industry-

Pathways to Scaling
Enterprise and
Impact Track
Korean Startup
Immersion: Pitching
Event

Moderator: Stephanie
Nguku — Upscale
Consulting

Judges:

1. Tim Dagori — Senior
Startup and
Innovation Manager,
Advantage Austria

2. Confrey Alaniji -
Innovations Advisor,
Sustainable
Agricultural Systems &
Policy Innovations
Advisor, GIZ Kenya

3. Christine Mbaabu -
Program Manager,
Kenya Climate
Innovation Center

4. Sarah

Makena — Senior
Green Specialist, FSD
Kenya

5. Maryanne Wanjiru —
Access to Finance
Advisor, SNV
Netherlands

Pathways to Scaling
Enterprise and
Impact Track
Workshop: Innovative
Fundraising for
Sustainable
Development
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Sustainable Agri-Food
Systems and Technology
Track

Presentation: Offline
Intelligence: Empowering
Farmers with Al in Their
Pocket - Haesung Lee —
CEQ, Farming Al

Moderator: Timothy
Gachucha - Director,
Insights

Speakers:

e Dr. Bernadette Mutinda
- Country Director,
E4lmpact Foundation
Kenya

e Samuel Karanja -
Senior Regional
Agriculture Manager at
Mercy Corps Agrifin

e Kenneth Muchui — Youth
in Agribusiness Officer
SNV Netherlands

Workshop: Hiring for
Sustainability: How ESOs
Can Equip Entrepreneurs to
Build Strong Teams —
Simon Desjardins, Co-
Founder & Partner, Shortlist



Academia Collaboration
in Africa

Keynote Speaker:

Prof. Irura Ng'ang'a —
Deputy Vice Chancellor,
Finance Planning and
Administration -
Garissa University

Speakers:

e Patrick Njoroge - Co-
Founder, EduTab

e Winne Rachel, MSc-
Country Manager,
UNICAF

e Dr Esther Mwangi -
Director of Research
and Innovation,
Directorate of
Research, Innovation
and Postgraduate
Studies, Zetech
University.

e Dr Ratemo Makiya -
ICT Director, Garissa
University & ASSEK
Board Member

e Moderators:

Mike Mutungi, CEO, |
Choose Life-Africa and
Chairperson, ASSEK

5:30 — 5:40 pm Wrap up in Breakout Sessions

5:40pm -8 pm Networking Tea and End of Day 1
Invite only: Korean Africa Foundation - ASSEK Networking Session
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Friday 14'" November 2025

Time
7:00 am - 9.00 am
8.45 am - 9:00 am

9:00am - 915 am

9:15 am - 9:30 am

9:30 am - 10:30 am

10:30 am - 11:00 am

11:00 - 12:30 pm

Activity
Exhibition and Networking
Welcome and Recap of Day 1

Member-Led Presentation: Catalyzing Sustainable Business Innovation in
Africa: Co-Creation Between Industry and Academia for Transformative R&D

Eng. Mike Mutungi, CEO | Choose Life Africa

“Engineering Collaboration: Building Africa’s Innovation Ecosystem
Through Applied Technology and Field Insight” - Wilson Kairu, Quality
Inspectors

African Innovation Ecosystems: Bridging Innovation Through Strategic
Regional and Cross-Border Cooperation

Maureen Macharia - Deputy Country Director-UK Kenya Tech Hub

Gosia Brzezifska - CEO, Eastrise Group

Francis Nasyomba, CFA — CEQ, Raisin Capital

Moderator: Snider Mugese - Director of Finance & Operations, Villgro Africa
Tea Break
CleanTech Summit:

Policy & Innovation Inclusive Ecosystems

Unlocking Track:

Opportunities for Fireside: GenNow:
Innovation, GovTech Programme Fireside Chat
Entrepreneurship and Showcasing

Investment for e Sharon Cherop - Data e Michael Munavu-

Climate Action Scientist & Project
Manager, AICE Africa —

Kenya School of .

Senior Engineer at
Jude,

CleanTech Summit Mokeira Nyakundi -

Lead: Government Category Founder & Creative
e Alvin Joseph - CEO, Director,

Ernest Chitechi - Zaro — Nairobi Asili Atelilier Ltd

Corporate Services Challenge Category e Daniel Bulinda

Manager, Kenya e Japheth Kiplagat - Mumia - Regulatory

Climate Innovation Software Developer, Intelligence

Center Ductive Investments Manager, CowTribe
Limited — Kenya e Moderator: Maiyah
National Highways Lamas - Projects &
Authority Category Events Coordinator,

ASSEK
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Moderator: Dr Hilda
Muteshi, Co-Founder, SUS
Afric

Panel: GovTech for Good:
Empowering Youth
Innovation for
Sustainability, Jobs, and
Better Public Service
Delivery

Knowledge Café
Roundtable:

From Dialogue to
Action: Advancing
Gender-Inclusive
Entrepreneurship
through Policy Reform

e Amb. Beatrice

12:30 - 2:00 pm

Lunch

Evans Gichuki,
Director Software
Development &
Digital Services,
Ministry of
Information,
Communications
and The Digital
Economy

Patrick Mbithi,
Senior Business
Development
Officer,
Department of
Research &
Innovation, Kenya
National Highways
Authority (KeNHA)
Omwami Sande
Oyolo, County
Chief Officer,
Digital Economy
and Startups,
Nairobi City
County
Government.
Allan Rop — Co-
Founder & Chief
Innovation Officer,
The Cube
Innovation Hub
Moderator:
Wangechi
Wahome — CEO,
Anza Village
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Nyaboe Karago,
Deputy Permanent
Representative,
Kenya Permanent
Mission to UN Habitat

e Margaret Jackson -
Managing Partner of
Rainbow Consult &
Steering Committee
Member of West
Africa Network of
Development
Entrepreneurs

e Samanjar
Chowdhury -
Innovation Officer,
UNICEF Kenya

e Dr Roselyn
Marandu- Kareithi -
Country Lead, Kenyaq,
Allan & Gill Gray
Philanthropy

e Jean Makki - Lead,
Startup Uganda

e Maureen Macharia -
CEQ, Spindle Design

e Reinilde Eppinga -
Water Sector Lead &
Project Manager -
LEAF at SNV
Netherlands

Moderator: Martin

Kibisu - Director of

Acceleration and

Advisory, Sinapis



2:00 pm - 2:10 pm Partner Spotlight Feature: "Cleared for Takeoff: Airlines, Startups, and the
Flight Path to a Sustainable Future” - Jennifer Njuguna, Commercial
Manager, Key Accounts — Kenya Airways PLC

2:10 pm -3:10 pm Panel Discussion: The Investor-Ready Pipeline: What ESOs Need to Deliver
to Finance Resilient Enterprises
e Dennis Ngure - Investment Manager, Yunus
e Arielle Molino - Chief Convener, Pollinate Impact
e Frida Karimi — Finance Director, HEVA Fund
Moderator: Diana Gichaga - Managing Partner, Private Equity Support

310 pm - 4:10 pm Fireside Chat: Sustainable and Resilient Leadership

e Caroline Gertsch - Consultant & Ecosystem Builder, Former Country
Director of Amani Institute

e Rizwaan Khambata - Founder & Director of Common Good Co. and Hub-
Collective.org and Leads Innovation and Learning at DOT and Mastercard
Foundation’s Employee Innovation Fund.

e Prof. George K. Kosimbei - Director, Regional Leadership Center, East
Africa, Kenyatta University.

e Moderator: Dawn Marie - Chief Operations Officer, Velex Advisory Eastern
Africa

4:10 pm - 4:15 pm Closing Session—Radical Collaborations to Reframe Entrepreneurship for
Sustainability
e Eng. Mike Mutungi — Chairperson, ASSEK
e Dr. Roselyn Marandu-Kareithi — Vice Chairperson, ASSEK
e Mercy Kimalat — CEO, ASSEK

4:15 pm-4:30 pm Vote of Thanks

4:30 pm - 6:00 pm Networking Tea & Reception

6:30 pm - 9:00 pm Innovation Awards Gala 2025

6:30 pm: 6:45 pm Welcoming of guests and overview of the evening
6:45 pm - 7:.00 pm: | Entertainment

7:00 pm — 7:20 pm Keynote Address: Positioning Kenya for the Future: Harnessing Science,
Technology, and Research for Inclusive Growth

7:20 pm -7:40 pm Keynote Address: Lessons on Transforming Legacy Organization to
Sustainable Future - Mr. Philip Lopokoiyit - Chief Executive Officer, ICEA LION
Group.

7:40 pm — 8:00 pm ASSEK Awards Presentation: Spotlighting the Leaders championing the
Innovation & Entrepreneurial Ecosystem
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8:00 pm - 9:30 pm:  Awards Celebration Reception: Dinner, Entertainment, & Networking

9:30 pm Guests Leave at their own pleasure

Learn more about the conference here:
https://annualconference2025.assek.ke
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Follow Us On Social Media
QO ASSEK @QQO® ASSEKnews
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